
Uckfield Camera Club.

Some notes to create a PDI Panel in Affinity Photo.

Please note that most of what is described below should be transferable to Photoshop CC.

Start new document and size it to 1600 pixels wide by 1200 px tall if landscape, 900 wide by 1200 
high if portrait or any other size you wish as long you don’t exceed 1600 px wide or 1200 px high.  
Of course you can start at a larger size if you wish and rescale it after you have finished however for
this example let’s keep to 1600 x 1200.

Decide on the width of the border you want at the edges of the panel and in the middle between the 
images.  Here in this sketch a border of 100 px has been used.

A simple calculation shows that each image area width is (1600 – 3 * 100)/2 = 650 px and the 
height is (1200 – 3 * 100)/2 = 450 px.

Next prepare your four images so they are approximately, but not less than the 650 x 450 px image 
area.  Don’t worry if that are a little larger as later you will shown how to cover up any excess but 
do make sure the images details you want displayed remain within the image area of 650 px x 450 
px.  Use the same method you use to get to ‘1600’ x ‘1200’ for a normal competition.  Open each 
image (individually or together – it doesn’t matter).

Copy an image and paste it into your panel document.  Move the image to the required position.  If 
you have snap-to-guides enabled then a corner should snap to your guidelines.  Repeat for the 
remaining images.



You should now have a panel looking something like this.  Notice how the four images don’t seem 
to be aligned and starting to run over each other and the outside borders (circled).

Now for the final bodge!  Use the rectangle drawing tool to draw a white (assuming you are using 
white) rectangle where you want the borders defined.  You should end up with something looking 
like this.



This is by no means the only way to achieve a PDI panel but is fairly straightforward.  I hope it 
gives you a starting point which you can use to make panels that fit your needs better.

The sketch above keeps to overall dimensions of 1600 x 1200 pixels.  That is OK but the image 
areas no longer have the 1600 x 1200 aspect ratio.  The sketch below is corrected to give that image
area ratio.

Best regards
Martin Morris
PDI Leader Uckfield Camera Club
pdileader@uckfieldcameraclub.co.uk
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